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 Second Annual Meeting of the Conn. Woman Suffrage Association . 

 The second annual meeting was held in Music Hall, Hartford, October 4th [1871] 

commencing at half past ten in the morning. John Hooker, Esq[uire]. presided, & opened the 

meeting with prayer. He then read the following  

Report of the Treasurer 

Receipts during the year         $726,08 

Disbursements             255,08 

Balance in Treasury             471,00 

There is however, a bill for printing tracts to come due in January next, of  $1,491,07 

Applying balance in Treasury            471,00 

there will be left to be raised       $1,020,07 

Of this Mrs. Gov[overnor]. Jewell has pledged        $300,00 

  leaving to be raised              720,07 

The bill at the printers is for  

121,000 tracts printed   $1,586,12 

Posters                       3,50 

1000 Petitions                        9.00 

2000 Circulars                             13.90 

Expressage            28.55 

        1,641,07 

Already paid out                  150.00 

        1,491,07 

Donations during the year in small sums          $33,00 

From profits on meetings held             46,30 

From sale of tracts               74,78 

In donations above $10 



Mrs. Lita1 Barney Sayles  $20.00 

Mrs. Esther Jewell     12.00 

Mrs. Lucy R. Elmes     40.00 

An unknown giver   150,00 

Cheney2 Brothers    350,00 

          572,00 

        $726,08 

 Hartford, Oct. 4th, 1871 

  John Hooker 

   Treasurer__ 

 

An amendment to the 5th Article of the Constitution was then adopted so that it now reads as 

follows: 

  Article V. 

 The annual meeting of the Association shall be held at any time during the fall of the 

year, the Executive Committee to appoint the time & place & give notice of the same. Special 

meetings may be called at any time by the Executive Committee, upon reasonable notice in the 

public papers. 

 It was then voted that the Executive Committee shall have power to add to the number of 

Vice Presidents from time to time as they may think best -- & that so far as it can be done, at 

least one Vice President shall be appointed from each county. 

Mrs. I.B. Hooker than addressed the meeting, congratulating those present on the encouraging 

aspects of the cause. 

The following Resolution were then read by the Chairman: 
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  Resolutions 

 Resolved, That the present aspect of the woman suffrage movement is extremely 

encouraging. We have only to refer to the able and exhaustive report of a minority of the 

judiciary committee of the House of Representatives in favor of the right of women to 

vote under the present constitution of the United States; to the recent decision of Chief 

Justice Howe of Wyoming, and of Judge Underwood of the United States district court of 

Virginia to the same effect; and to the great number of leading men in congress and in 

both the political parties, which have no vital issues between them, we have reason to 

hope that the right of women to vote will soon be conceded and that their votes will be 

counted in the election of the next president. 

 Resolved, That it is the duty of all the women of Connecticut who believe in their 

present constitutional right to the suffrage, to vote at the next state election, having 

complied with all legal prequisites[sic]3. 

 Resolved, That it is the duty of the men of Connecticut to assist women in the 

discharge of this new duty by every means in their power. 

 Resolved, That we recommend to and urge upon all men in the state in favor of 

woman suffrage, to withhold their votes from every candidate for office who is not 

known to be in favor of the enfranchisement of women, and to labor for the election of 

such candidates of whatever party otherwise unobjectionable as shall be in favor of the 

equal political rights of all citizens. 

 Resolved, That the claim made by some of the opponents of woman suffrage, that the 

marriage relation will in some way become impaired if women are enfranchised, is not 

only unjust, so far as it attributes a desire for such a result to any considerable number of 

the advocates of woman suffrage but is utterly unphilosophical and absurd. The hearts of 

women will always be in their homes. The best condition of the marriage relation is, and 

always will be, more important to the happiness of women to than that of men and 

women have the right to vote they will vote down overwhelmingly every attempt by 

legislation to degrade that relation or to render it in any manner insecure, or open the 

door to any allowed violation of its dignities and sanctities. They may also be relied upon 

                                                            
3 We believe the word should be "Prerequisites" 



to condemn with equal emphasis, the attempt, which has so many advocates among men, 

to license prostitution in our cities. 

 Resolved, That we renew, therefore, the resolution passed unanimously two years ago 

by the convention at which this association was formed--"That in advocating the opening 

to women this larger sphere, we do not undervalue her relations as a wife and mother, 

than which none can be more worthy of a true woman's love and pride; but it is only by a 

full development of her faculties and a wide range for her thought that she can become a 

true companion of an intelligent husband, and the wise and inspiring educator of her 

children." 

 Resolved, That inasmuch as the Constitution of this Association limits its object to the 

one matter of the securing to the women of the state the right to vote, we renew our 

purpose therein declared to limit the operations of the Association to that one object, 

without turning aside either to endorse or repudiate any views on other questions of social 

reform which may be held by those who in good faith and genuine earnestness co-operate 

with us in this special work. All such questions we have no doubt will be met by the 

women of the country when they come to vote upon them, with an intelligent and earnest 

interest, and in the spirit of the highest purity and Christian morality.  
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 The Resolutions were then left to be voted on at the afternoon session. 

 John Hooker, Esq. next addressed the meeting, speaking of the encouraging aspects of the 

cause as viewed in the light of the recent interpretations to the 14th & 15th Amendments to the 

Constitution. The argument that women are entitled to vote under these amendments, was 

presented in a clear light & with forcible logic. 

 Mrs. Campbell of Mass[achusetts] here addressed the meeting in a very pleasing & 

sensible manner. 

Mrs. Anna M. Middlebrook then spoke briefly & the meeting adjourned till the afternoon. 

 Afternoon. 



 The meeting was opened at 2 1/2 o'clock, Mr. John Hooker, Chairman. The Committee 

on Nominations presented the following list of officers who were for the ensuing year: 

[Newspaper clipping] 

President. -- Mrs. I. B. Booker, Hartford.  

 Vice Presidents--Rev. Dr. Joseph Cummings, Middletown; Rev. Dr. N.J. Burton, 

Hartford; Rev. C.M. Wines, Hartford; Rev. W.L. Gage, Hartford; Timothy Allyn, Esq., 

Hartford; John Hooker, Esq., Hartford; Charles Cheney, Esq., South Manchester; Ward 

Cheney, Esq., South Manchester; Rev. W.W. Belden, Bristol; Rev. J.B. Cleveland, 

Bloomfield; Hon. H.H. Starkweather, Norwith4 [sic]; John Rice, Esq., Farmington; Dr. 

E.B. Lyon, New Britain. 

 Secretary. -- Frances Ellen Burr, Hartford. 

 Treasurer. -- John Hooker, Esq., Hartford. 

Executive Committees.--Rev. Olympia Brown, Bridgeport; Mrs. Anna M. Middlebrook, 

Bridgeport; Mrs. Lit Barney Sayles, Dayville; Charles Atwater, New Haven; Mrs. Lucy 

Elmes, Derby; Mrs. Virginia Smith, Hartford, Mrs. J.G. Parsons, Hartford. [Handwritten 

addition] Hon. Ja[me]s Gallagher 
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 The Resolutions of the morning were then read again & offered for discussion & vote.  

 It was announced that the Rev[erand]. Olympia Brown was unavoidably detained from 

the meeting.  

 Mrs. Anna M. Middlebrook of Bridgeport then took the floor & made a strong argument 

for woman suffrage under the two last amendments to the Constitution. She also gave an outline 

of the plan proposed & drawn up by herself some months ago -- a plan in which the woman 

suffragists of the state pledge themselves to work actively for the election of such nominees of 

either political party as will pledge themselves to support woman suffrage -- the balance of 

political power in this state being so evenly adjusted that the few votes required in each town to 

turn it either way can be secured to the party supporting woman suffragists. 
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 Mrs. Middlebrook said she had the names of some fifty gentlemen ready to pledge 

themselves in this manner. 

 Mrs. Campbell of Massachusetts next spoke. A question being handed in from the 

audience asking whether the vote would not make women masculine, Mrs. Campbell replied that 

it would tend to elevate them & tone them up to higher standards, from the fact that it educates & 

enlightens those who possess it -- at least that is the general tendency of it. 

 The Rev. C.M. Wines of the Fourth Congregational Church was here introduced, & made 

a most interesting address. He claimed that a question of right was a question of duty, & that it 

was now no longer a question of woman's right to vote, but had passed on to the higher plane 

where men have the right to demand that they vote. It is no longer a question of what we want 

but of what the citizen needs. The true welfare of the country requires that women be enlisted in 

its concerns. 

 Quite a number of questions were handed in from the audience during the afternoon, & a 

good deal of interesting discussion ensued. 

 The Resolutions previously read, were adopted, & the meeting adjourned till evening. 

 

Evening 

 The meeting was opened at half past seven, Mrs. Hooker presiding. Miss F.E. Burr the 

Secretary, read her report, which stated that the list of members had been gradually increased to 

between three hundred & four hundred names. Only a small number had complied with the 

amendment made to the Constitution last year, requiring the annual payment of a dollar. It was 

suggested that dimes as well as dollars were acceptable. It stated that 121,000 tracts had been 

printed & a good part of them circulated in different parts of the state, leaving about 30,000 on 

hand at present. 71 towns have been supplied, leaving a majority still unprovided for, as we have 

no friends in those towns to circulate them -- or at least have no addresses of friends there. The 

tracts were all sent free of charge. A number of meetings had been held during the fall & winter 

with decided success, especially the one in Bridgeport, under the charge of the Rev. Olympia 

Brown. Nearly a thousand petitions for suffrage have seen sent into the Legislature by the 

Association since its organization two years ago, but without any perceptible effect on the 

legislators, -- a result that was probably expected, at least by a good many. No one had reason to 

expect any other result. We might with a little more confidence expect an appeal for justice to 



penetrate the integuments5 of the mummies in the Catacombs of Egypt than the hide-bound 

consciences of the enclave of mummies that alternate between Hartford & New Haven. Those of 

Cairo are preferable to those of Connecticut, for more tolerable are the dead who are dead to 

everything on earth than those who are dead only to justice. 

 The early settlers of Conn[ecticut]. proclaimed that the colony should be governed by the 

laws of God until they had time to make better; but they never had time. 

 The report spoke of the police force in this city, rotten from top to bottom, & of the need 

of women's vote to put better men in these offices. When thieves are set to catch thieves, 

disgraceful compromises are apt to be made.  

 The Secretary read a letter  from the President of the Women's Club in Washington, 

giving an encouraging account of the work they are doing there, where they are taking prostitutes 

by the hand & helping them to live better lives. 

 Mrs.  Hooker then spoke, & in the course of her remarks read a letter from a New Britain 

gentleman in relation to a discussion on woman suffrage in a debating club in that town, where 

Elihu6 Burritt7 had taken part & spoken favorably of it. Mrs. H. then urged the women to sign the 

women's pledge in the large book of the National Association. 

 Mr. John Hooker next addressed the meeting, repeating by request, but at greater length, 

his morning argument on the right of women to vote under the 14th & 15th Amendments to the 

Constitution. 

 Mrs. Middlebrook then gave a more elaborate presentation of her plan of working for the 

election of those men who will support woman suffrage. 

 At a late hour the Rev. Mr. Wines was noticed by the audience & was called out, & made 

a neat little speech. 

 The meeting then adjourned sine die8. 

  Frances Ellen Burr 

   Secretary. 
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