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QUESTION:WHAT WAS YOUR ATTITUDE TOWARD MILITARY SERVICE IN
GENERAL AND TOWARD YOUR CALL IN PARTICULAR?

ANSWERS

Military service is one of the most interesting and vital
incidents in a man's life,s0 far as I am able to Judge from my
oWn experience,

Military service was new to me in that it seemed to shut
out the entire civil world;it is a realm by itself.It has its own
way of dealing with problems of a similar character in civil 1lifoe.
It has its own courts;service of supplies;methods of sanitation
and hygiene;its own traditions and customs;etc.The army functions
from the standpoint of a maximum of work—accomplishments;efficliency,
speed,satisfaction,and admiration with a minimum of discomfort
for the personnel,

Of course there are exceptions to the above statements.Time
and time again,I saw grumblers—those who always complained when
detailed for policing or fatigue duty;those who were repeatedly
reprimanded for slight infractions of discipline,dus to apparent
carelessness and inattentiveness.No discrimination or preference
was evident in the attitude taken toward the members of the
Students'Army Training Corps at Yale University.It was,indeed,
curious to see the workings of democracy-for such it was,

The attitude toward the officers deserves ample consideration,
After all complaints of the psychological incompetence of certain
officers—a minority—especially non-commissioned officers—have been
thoroughly analyzed,we arrive at the same conclusion:if ever one
in command had been unfit to exercise authority in eivil life,he
was doubly sure of committing like blunders in the army.In such
~individual-and rare-cases of inability to'hold power and use it
according to judgment,our army should not be made the center of
attacks,for on the whole,the officers were an efficient,competent,
capable set of men,who demonstrated their willingness and ability
to cope with all situations at all times and under all circumstances

With the above considerations in mind,I took a favorable
and impressive attitude toward military service.

In my particular work,I was anxious to ascertain the degree
of success of military and co-educational work.Although the plan
of the Students'Army Training Corps,as a part of the National
Army did not work out as smoothly as expected, ,nevertheless credit-—
able work was accomplished.In fact,we may realize the importance
of combined military and vocational work by the inducements offered
in those lines in the army at the present time,
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TES UPON YOURSELF~MENTAL AND PHYSICAL?

ANSWERS

The most pronounced effect on me was physical,The human body
was a living engine in the army.With painstaking care,svery pre—
caution was taken to safegusrd the men's health,especially during
the influenza epidemic.In fact,every man was,upon his discharge,
healthier—stronger and stouter.All weaknesses and feebleness
were eliminated.Backs were straightened;round shoulders disappeared.

One of the losses of military training most seriously felt
by the ex—soldier will be that of good,healthful physical exer—
cises and drills.Even for no other reason but this should America
adopt some sane plan 0f giving every able~bodied youth in the
land a certain amount of military training.

Military training was beneficial mentally,as well as physically.
One had to be alert,energetic,attentive,responsive to any duty.
The drills in particular demanded a steady,concentrated mental
effort.Military topography taught the man to be keen,observant,
appreciative of details under unususl,and sometimes,discomforting
circumstances,

QUESTIONIWHAT HAS BEEN THE EFFECT OF ALL THESE EXPERIENCES AS -
CONTRASTED WITH YOUR STATE OF MIND BEFORE THE WAR?

ANSWERS

My idea,or state of mind before the war-and I feel certain I
am voicing the sentiments of others who have seen service elsewhere-
was very dissimilar to my actueal experience.I used to think that
army life was very dull and monotonous;lacking that stimulative,
creative force,which we call spirit.But I found the army to be
as huwan as-if not more so,than-any other orgenization,institu~
tion,or association of people.By its heterogeneous charecter,it
lacked no worldly element,It contained every variety of psople—
from the point of view of race,nationality,religion,political

vieWSsgomestic and financial conditions,manners,thoughts,ambitions.
Its diversity made it an attraction—a loveableness in itself.Its
morale was high;it was enthuslastic,looking forward to some great
accomplishment,.This is,indeed,an amazingly novefﬁfﬁ’one who had a
rather radically different pre-war conception of military life and
experisnce,

I am of the opinion that all former soldiers have more res—
Pect and admirstion for the army and military training than ever;
and if ever there was a time for introducing a light systam of
military training—e.g.,the Swiss system—it will now meet with hearty
approval on the part of a very large majority of the peopls;for now

is the psychological moment., :
Yo et Cffncans,










