] The “Whiz Bangs” Are Home Again
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CONVALESCENT ENTERTAINERS,

After weeks speat in the mud and
noize of the trenches,  after
doughboy had once more becoma 2
normal American, and . after ' the
wounded had lain for weeks suffering
from the terrible wounds ol battle,
the problem &f providing sultable
anjusement, something  wholesome
with which to divert thelr minds ani
sustain ths morale so necessary to
the army, was one of the gravest
which confronted the officers in com-
mand of Amerjca's best,

The Y. M. €. A, and Knigh!s of
olumbus provided ehgnrfu! rest
huts, but the boys needeed gomeihing
in the line of amapsemen|, something
which would take the pl.ua of shows
and wvaudeville performances back
home, Therefore when pine or ten
of the convalescent men on theirown
Initiative put on a performance for
amusement of the wounded in Ba=ze
hopsital 46 at Bazoilles-on-the-
Meuse, officlals immediately took
steps to keep the organization to-
gether.

Lawrence Hager, a resident of
Bridgeport for some time before en-
tering the servics, was gne of tha
boys in the company. He had been
on the stage with musical comedies,
among which were Harry Orr's
““There She Goes,” and, the Lakeside
Opera company at Denver, Colo,

Reviewed by Royalty.
L
Mr, Hager entered garvice with
the 82nd division, (fo. A,.220th ma-
ehing gun baltalion o Apgl 26,1818
and salled from New York to Liver-
rool. During his stay in London his
division paraded before the King ant
Queen of England, and finally was
sent across the channel to France,
Here they were placed with British
troops in the Toul sector. The divi-
slon wag afterward brigaded  wi
French troops in the Marbache ar
St. Mihiel gectors, and were fightir
almost continuously Mr, i
states that was in the
ment In which Colonel i
and t di
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LAWRENCE HAGER.

member of the Oregon Opera com-
pany, was another whose services
were enlisted.

Charles Bauer, another familiar
vaudeville entertainer, has also ap-
peared in Eridgeport with a vaude-
ville team known as Bauer and Saun-
ders. He was a member of the sing-
erg trio known as ‘That Trio, and
jdvined the troop.

Jack Weynian, whose
Gus EOWATAE presentation “Hehoo
Days" has given local people many
laughs was also rounded up for the
entertainment,

Johnny Byam, a clever dancer,
who appeared in Chicago and the
middle west with a “‘jazz" spéecialty
act, offered to appear with the boys,
and was a decided addition to the
organizati
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“THE WHIZ BANGS."

been rehearsed, not only were the
convalescent soldlers allowed to at-
tend, but officers and nurses and all
hospital attaches witnessed the per-
formance. To say that the volun-
tary eptertainers scored a hit, it put-
ting it very miidly. The pléasure of
both the convalescent and the
home sick Americans  as well
of titose of other  nations
at witnessing a real American show
was so great, that steps were imme-
diately taken to hold the organization
‘Whiz Bangs' together. Per-
mission was finally given the boys to
tour the country. They were placed
under the direction of the Y. M. C.
A., who arranged the bookings. and
they were relieved from all military
duties although still in the service.
When some of them were offered a
chance to return to the states, they
refused, as they fully appreciated the
great pleasure the soldiers took in
witnessing a live American show so
far from home.

Entertainments were given in hos-
pitals, theatres, rest camps, embarka-
tion camps, in fact anywhere that a
tired or homesick soldier was on
leave or able to witness a perform-
ance. Many boys, tired and jaded
after many weary weeks of fighting,
whose interest in everything had
made him almost a wreck of his
former self, was aroused to an active
interest in things of the world, and
forgot for a time the horrorvs which
can mnever entirely be obliterated
from his memory,

At Monte Uarlo,

One of the most interesting places
visited by the Whiz Bangs was Monte
Carlo. They staged their show at the |
world-renowned Casino, and one of |
the spectators was the Prince of |
Monaco. Other members of rovalty
who  witnessed their performance
were the Queen and Prir of Rou-
mania and the Inf ain
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and salled from New York Liver
B During his stay in London his
division paraded before the King an?t
Queen of England, and finally was
sent across the channel.to France.

Here they were placed with British
troops in the Toul sector. The divi-
sion wag afterward Drigaded  with
French troops in the Marbache ani
St. Mihiel sectors, and were fighting
almost continuously. Mr. Hager
states that he was in the engage-

ment In which Colonel Pike was

killed, and the division was also in
engagements at Bailney, Charpentry,
Fleville Chelery, in the Viergstis
sectors, and in the Argonne forest,

from September 30 to October 31.

On October 15 he received a wound

in the forehead at St. Juvin during
an advance, and the sear which

gults will be a forceful reminder of
the many dayg spent undesn fire of the
German guns.

Making ‘his way to the dressing
station, the only one left of ‘his
squad, Private Hager received first
aid and was later placed on a Rel
Cross train and arrived at Base hos-
pital 46, where he remained ten
weeka.

It was during his convalescence
here that he met Val Marconi, wall
known among theaire goers bf the
United States. = Marconi has thrilled
audiences of this country from coast
to coast with hig superioz playing on
the accordeon, and -at the time of en-
tering the army was engaged in
playing at the Hippodrome in New
York. He had been also one of
the best drawing cards at the - La
Salle theatre in Chicago for a loug
time.

Conneeted  with an | ambulance
corps, he spent his spard time in
_ blayving for the siclk anddounged in
base hospilals, and one day came fto
the ward in which ' Privdte Hager
was recovering from ' his wound.

The reunion was a pléasant ome

for hoth who had known each other
in the professional world of the,
slates ahd in the exchange of confi-
dences, it was learned that several
more well known enfertainers were
located in the same town. It was
then decided to give'a [vaudeville
show for the enterfainment of the
sick in Base Hospital 46.' Prepara-
tions were started at once and per-
mnission was obtained from the mili-
tary authorities, |
Among the professional rounded
up to supply the talent were many
whose names are familiar To Bridge-
porters,

Val Marconi needs no infroduetion
as his execution on the @ccordeon
Ihas afforded many Bridgebort thea-
ter patrons hours of pleasure.

“Sunshine” George '}-Iai}.‘. who ap-
reared with Mrs. Vernon Castle in
the sereen film “Patria’” and who was
connected with the Mack Sennett
creen offerings, before entering the
service is also familiar to to many
local people weeg secured. His mon-
ologue "Back From the Front' was
ane of the mumbers which npever
failed to please the doughboys.

Victor Orr, whose wonderful voice |
is belter known in the west, was -.1]
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Days"” has given local
laughs was also rounded
entertainment.

Johnny Byam, a clever dancer,
who appeared in Chicago and the
middle west with a ‘‘jazz'' specialty
act, offered to appear with the boys,
and ‘was a decided addition to the
organization,

The name of Charles Spidell, an-
other member, is one which needs np
introduction. Hiz connection with
Remick’'s music publishing house of
New York and his many composl-
tions have been sung in thousands of
Bridgeport homes. It was largely
due to his efforts that a fine program
was arranged, and several of the
songs rendered were of his composi-
tion, A

Jack Belco formerly
"September Morn®’
go asked to join. | <

Charles Powman, a blackfaee
comedian, completed - the organizg-
tion. Mr. Bowman has appeared in
theaters all over the world and was
at one time booked in an Engligh
music hall with our own Charlie
Chaplin.

aLlng

up for the|

with the
company was al-

The Whiz Bangs,

The organization was called the
“Whiz Bangs'' and was the original
company, and while many “whiz-
bangs’ companies have since come
to life among the entertainers of the
A E. F., these were the real original
company.

4
people many |

When the first entertainment had

At Monte Carlo.

One of the most interesting places

visited by the Whiz Bangs was Monta |

Carlo. They staged their show at the
world-renowned Casino, and one of
the spectators was the Prince of
Monaco. Other members of royalty
who witnessed their performance
were the Queen and Princess of Rou-
mania and the Infanta of Spain.

They also playad three dates
Parig, the last one in the famons

in |

Champ Elysees theatre on April 17, |

18, and 19 of this year.

In one of ithe rest camps, the audi-
ence for three nights in succession
was composed of T00Jsoldiers on
leave. Everything pleasad them, and
their appreciation of the efforts of
the Whiz Bangs was noted by the
many encores to which they wers
called to respond.

The program consisted of & gen-
eral vaudeville entertailnment with
the usual songs, dancing and general
“‘jazz'’ added to give zest. Both sen-
timental and patriotic songs were
rendered and most of them were the
compositions of Mr. Speidel. One of
the numbers sung by Mr. Hager was
his own,

Some of the cities at which they
appeatf™d were Aix-les-Bains, a "fa-
mous health resort; Chamonix, at the
foot of Mt. Blanc; Grenoble, which &
noted for being the place at whici
the painting “‘September Morn" was

Sure Thing! And u
Hearty Welcome, Too

And, \Vihen You're
Ready, the Old Job
Is Waiting for You




