January 11 1918
Dear Folke.

I hive about five minutes hetween inspection and supper. Lately
the idaa of sitting down and thinking what you were writing has grown more
and more impossible and out of th+ cuestion. A Tew words in odd moments
must suffice.

Tithout exception we have schooles or mee®ings for instruction
every nlght nowadays, and I have been trylng to spend ilie rest of the
evenings at a nightly school of French, taught by our interpreter, who is a

very capable teacher., Several of us including Rick Gowen, Sherman, Jack
o p 1’.1 ] L]

3

iley, Dave i ithbeoolBKk and 1 have been in the 80 called advance class,

[V e
have baen n ; Bnglishh newspapers into French and carrying on allg

conversation ion Prancl Pretiy good dope.

squad has been changed around somewh&t since ocur arrival here.

.

contains liol Hyde cof tennis fame, and Ernie Alton, who was in my

Niantis. while Tink ¥Woodmancy, brother of Hardld, was with

e hhwe heen making good progress for ilhe past few days slnce

the Christnoa nd New Years let-up, and usua'ly are cuite ready to tuen in

-

rain and slush

when our evening clasgses &re over. Howevery on account of

|

and generall, unfavorable weather, we did not go cut today, Twui had indoor
work instead.

By the way, I am now equipped with & good palr of rublter boots
reaching to my hips, so dampneszs underBoot does not worry me, as it would
without them.

Tiis is the third instalment.

This morning we have been having a thorough examination in all the
stuff we have been golng over during the last [ew days. Everyone was called
up one by one, and marked on what he knew.

It 'as heen so long since 1 have written that I don't know where

24N

t. begin. On the day aiter New Years, we fet 124 culte a little ceremony




e
with our French instructors. "hen we met them out on the hills they deew
up into line facing our company infine military syyle and came to a salute.
Then threlr officer made us a speech wishing us a happy New Year and wishing
success and happiness #fid to ourselves and to our families in America. Our
Conmanding officer then replied in charactistic American style, ty merely, .
¥ "wishing them the saae", and we took up our day's work.
I have with me your letter of December 7th io Shierman, which
is very good except where it dwells on your worrying about his health and
conditicn. T™his was somewhat depressing to both of us to think of your
orrying wheh out belng te reaszsure you immediately and personally that we
are all right. lHowever, we don't Ylaje you for fedling funny after reading
Jack's letter in which he incé&dentally mentions Sherm's cold. That has Leen
a joie for a long time ar.unc;:but I don't btlame you for taking it seriousdy.
both in good lealth at present. ©Since about Christmas tifyms
heéu feeling tettier
ut not any from home.
A day or two ago we raecel ! some fine homne candy from the Green's of
Alfred.
recently from- of all person- Mr.
R. H. Cole, secretary of the Conn. cens ind I was even mors surprised
when I read a note from him stating that he Lhit it himself during his idle
moments. There 1s still hope oﬂ tlie bdxes Irom you psople gatting here if
they were good and strong, for such things are arriving every day or so.
Today.is & fine bright day, a little colder than any this week
but not unconfortable. There 1s still a gcod deal of snow on the ground

in spite of the recent thaw. . . . . . . . .

It is now almost taps. I have just come from French class. e

classes are held in the village school room with small desks(for us) and with
numerocus maps and charts on the wall. One side of the roon is draped with B

the Tricolor and tl.e American flag.




-

18 ypung son of the famlly downstalrs comes up almost avary
evening and pays us a visit. liis name is Réne, age 16 years. He likes
to look at American magazines that have pictures and to converse as much as
possitble. . . 5 : . . . . .

The PFrench mayor asked me last night if I had read tlie¢ "le grand
discours” of President "1lson, meaning his speech to Congress on Decemder

8, on the peaceconditlions. The Prenchman seemed to approve of it but had

the erroneous idea that it was delivered in New York.
Mr. Wiley arrived at ---- the town nearf§ our village yesterday and

Jack was given permission to spend the day with him. r. Tiley is going
to he statlonednesar here and we all expect to see him soon.
I went into town a week ago but didn't do mucn. #5484 Possibly
may go this Bunday p.u. ‘

7111 write agaln wihen chance comes.

ith dadts of love,

Chandlar,
January 21, 1918

Lagst night youd letter came dated Dec. 18, 4&and replying to an
0ld one of mine in which I described our blllet- the old one. However,
last week we moved to a new and much better room~ larpe, hipgh, and light,
with plast 'red walls. It is easjly accessible, being on the second floor
in the rear of one of the village cafes. Just now the cafe is closed for
a month, on account of some illegal selling of some spirituous licuors.

It is a place that is al#ays in troubls with the authorities,
The weather lately has leen warm and springlike, especially
yesterday and -today. There is much discussion as to whether this is

really s ring or only a January thaw. it looks 1ike the real thing. The

8no

¥ hag all gone and the roads and h1£T1ground are temporarily fairly dry.
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through several small towns, all much alike, until & came in sight of the

It was then pretily dark and I was twelve kilos from my home station-

centimes or fourteen cents. Opposite the station there was a cafe,

full of American and French soldlers all of whom were waiting for the 5:17
traln, the same as I. In spite of the vehement assurances of the waitresses
or barmaids or whatever you cdll them, that the train wauldn't leave until
6 o'clock, all of the ¢ ! filed out at 5:17 and waited in the station

until the train c an lhour afterwards.

(mentioned

nmber

lson's address to

M a

can make © wg get al of the we news that is given out

by the authoritie: in ¥ dally papers s0 that only wcal news need be

enclosed bn letie




