Dear Al

[

Now's the Dlase college man? I certalnly was gald to hear that you
vere getting away with the Dartmouth eompetition and enly hope you ecan keep up
secondplace and land the Job on the first pieking, Don't lat anycne beat you
out now, I suppose this won't reach you until about the time of Eester "mcf\tim

that is if you have those things thls year. For all we know, we may be getting
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2 leave by that time-- and we nay n
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t present our 1life has its little drawbacks at tlies, especially when
we are walting out in a hole in the ground exposed to & good windy cnow storm,
all during the wee smallhours of the night,

ow everything is 0, X, fetr minutes a go I was walkened for dinner
and we had steak and Freneh fried potatoes, with seconds on the latier, IThen
somecne came around and issued us & good big candle apiece and then some elgar
octtes, so what more could a guy want? You see we live about twenty feet below
ground, with the entrance of the dugout carefully camouflaged to prevent its

beinz spotted by the Boche avions whiech occasicnally sail over us,

This morming I saw Shermen for the firct time since we have been up
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the 1ine, g you know his job is that of a liascn azent, and he came over
today to brinz some message from the sector where he is dtatloned, to ours., TO

to zo some distance In sight of the Cermans.,
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Jack 7iley is here with us and the other evening his father found his
way up here to see hinm for & few mimuted, You would scarcely recomize Mr,
{ley with his steel helmet and pgas mask, as he came up in the ford that
brought our grub to us. Ile hasn't been very wecl lately and is now golng

down to Niese--uway down near the Italian border--to rest up. Yesterday I wes

telking to & French soldier whose home is down near there, and he said,” A liice
pas de glace= pas de nelge. Ice trop froid- Pasbon.” The exprecsion "Pas

bon" is Trenech slang meaning "1I0- good. llowadays a loi of them have adopted

the BEnglish phrase, ond the kids In the reg zion where imericans have lived use







