March 16, 1918
(Carried in gas mask czse and added to
letter of Mar. 35---Post mark-Mar. 28.)
Dear Mother-

Not many days ago 1 wrote of being at the fromt and having the
opportunity of firing at the enemy and of seeing how it was to be under fire,
especlially artillery fire, since that is what causes the famous knee-knocking
sensation to new troops.

Just now I find nmyself agaln in the trenches, but in an entirely
diflferent situation from before. = Ve have a very interesting little place here,
whieh I would not Tte allowed to describe. Altho this is not (at the present
instant) ahet is called a very active sector, yet thing: are going on all of
the time, and whatever is golng on we don't have to wait to leard about it in
the newspapers, nor even to get it second hand from some runner carryl.g meals
to the infant®y through a communication trench. It i1s an interesting place,
and esp cially as in our little combat group and dug-out, I am "de boss", singe
my superiors- lleutenant and sergeant- live some distance sway, and may only
visit us once or twice & day.

0dd snatcles of sleep duging the daytinme are all that we get now and

shoes and gas masks are never removed, yct I don't feel half as sleepy as I
didfH¥idfe at the other place, where we Bll had periods of 'several hours off
duty at a time. There we were before the thlig that wovried us most was the
tad weather. Now our little dug-out is well heated and the weather is fine.
Furthermore we are a lol mors independant, cooking some of our meals, and eating
as much as we want whenever we want(provided the grub keeps coming).

guality of our eats is the envy of the infantrymen who are with us.
instance, yesterday morning we liad vacon and eggs which we fried. Today we
had griddle cakes. Our supply of jam, coflee, cheese, etc., is more ample
than 1t was kehind the lines.

Ly the way, our freinds here of the --th infantryere & very good bunch
of fellows. You've got ‘to give the infantry credit for taking tlie most active
aad dangerous part in tl. war, especially those on the listaning outposts.
These fellows drop in on us a good deal and they sure lave some interesting
thl ngs to gay.

Did you knéw a Nr. Simonds who uged to be in the assessors office in
Hartford- now & second lieutenant? He knows Patlier- as well a: everyone else
in Hariferd apparently. He likes our gug-out- says it is more comfortable
and better ventilated thasfi hisown. alsoc he likes. to talk about Hartford, so
he spends most of hils tine conversing with us here. Perhaps you will hear
from hin later for this reason: during a little tontardment by the Boches this
amorning & gas shell happened to ladd and explode in the trench a few yards
from our position. A couple of minutes later along comes the lieutamant, and
noticing the pieces of shell lying in the trench (the gas shells don't sxplode
with very much force] he poked around until he found the four or five frag-

ments that rade up the pointed tip, which relics he handed to his orderly to
keep. Now his idea is to have these made into something useful- like a paper
welght- as spon as we get out of t e trenches, and then send 1t to Mayor Hag-
arty of HartBérd with a letter telligg of how it fell among the youth of hisg
city, etc. If Lieutenant Simonds carries out this plan it may appear in tne
papers.

Sherman 1s back with the rest of the company, in fact only a very small
numbter of men are with us. There is one odther corporal whose pesition is not
far rom us. In my bunch, I have Hobie Hyde and Harold Kropp. They are
asleep here now and so c¢lose that I could toueh them by reaching up from =y
own bunk.

“ell, we ar. confidett that we could make it interesting for the Eoche




-l
before they could get very far in this directlon. At any rate the French orde

for this post read in part "Il doit §'y défendre jusaqu'a la mort," and the
order hagsn't been changed.

I shall probably write again soon,
Your loving son CHANDLER

March 27, 1918

Dear Folks:
This evening I was
at

just talking to Lietitenant ‘Simonds of Hartford,
who was with up up in the line as 1 wroéte before. His infantry is in a town
with us now Also I had a littlp talk with a Dartmouth 1917 man, whose name
I couldn't redall who is a lieutmnant in the same rgt.

lLast night Iieutenant Biss@&ll of West Hartford wae in teen. I saw him
but not td speak to.

Now that we are In a permanent place (at least for a day or GO--pcp}apér
a few weeks) we are getting some of our back mail which couldntt come to us

while we were traveling.

A lot of fellows have recelded various Hartford vewspapers, and it sur e
is interesting to get all the news, especially the war news describing our
own doings at the front. of cmupse none of this stuff is in the Paris papers,
go I request that yiy send all of the Harfford papers, especially the war news,
that you can, because bt is better to read this stuff a few weeks late than
not at all, This applies to war news, ezpeclally that dealing with American
troops. I had no idea until now that so many details were appearing ih the
American press You probably know what sector we were in and & good deal of
what hRhppened, at least this seems to be disclosed in various dis-atches that
i have seen. However, in the accounss -of Hal Eadie's death, the placé was
given wrong.in the Hartford Courant. Eadie was a young Dartmouth lieutenantC
who was hit by shrapnel and died in a dressing station right next to Sherm's sn

dug-out. It was 'in nearby sector and the other side of a ruined town. If
you want to look up accounts of activities where we tock some part they should
bgrabout such dates as Feb. 28, Marbh 6th, and March 16 and 17th, especially
the latter when I was up with tle infanhﬁy in the front line, Don't forget
to look up "L'Illustration” of larch 2 which 'as a drawing of an incident
whicli we were near alth ugh we had no part in it ourselves.

Tell, the ¥Yankee Division has come through its first chance at the
front in good shape and it is rated pretty well. Our own Hartford battalion
had the distinction of having no casualities which caused some French to call

it the bomb proof battalion. Xkxtepek I trust our gun found Germans for smmme

of the several rounds mR that we shot. Only one gun in the company fired
more than we did.

speaking of our division, or rather the American army in general: one
afternoon I happened to Le standing at our battalion headouarters and notgded
several Frambh cfficers who were watching with interest what was going on--
autoes and trucks moving about with supplies, errands, etec., in a busy manner,
and our tnterpreter (or in army slang, our inter-rupter) who happened to be
there remarked "Do you know what those o ficprs are saying?® They are just
saying, 'These men know how to make war.' This was at leasy a compliment
for our headaduarterg (back of the line). I can also say that our American

artillery is fine, and were always on the job answering all of the Boche

batteries, and putting across a heabvy and accurate barrage whenever it was
necessgary.




Az As for my own part in the lije,~- the first time I was up it was atcut
half of the company. I wrote home several times while there. We lived in
& dugout which was not under much of any enemy fire-at the time, and we had to

walk some little distance to our firing positions where our guns were. e
walked on a path above ground at night un less the Boche were firing in that
direction, otherwise through a boyau or communit¢ation trench, which made a iImwg

longer trip as the trench was shaped like this XoooedX) §_0 0_0 0 _070_0

When we got relieved from our tour of duty we returned to our positions
back of the line where we lived in a cave, which I have menticned before. I
wrote aletter from there about March 12th whéch I wrote in ©d Garrette's
dugout. Did you get it?

Just before that 1 had received orders that three of us- our section
rgeant, 8id Rodda, copporal "Pop" Allen, and myself were to return the next
bpo the front with two machine gune and a small number of -men to work them.
In this way three of us with our lieutmnant saw swice as much service as the
rest of the company. The place where we went thig trip was down in the front
line with our guns set so as to mow down the Eoche if they should come acress
No Man's land. Only the Ristening posts were @ahead of us at varioiig places.
We were tight with the infantry and could see and hear everything that was
geing on, so that we had mpre excitement in one night there than in a week at
our former locatlon and the suspence was several times as noticeatle. 1
wouldn't have missed it for a lot. Pop Allen's gun hadn't teen in position
for an hour when when the German shells began to land around us and one of
their 77's went thru the camouflage and wall of his emplacement and then right
under the seat of his gun, breaking a piece right out of the tripod and buryimg
itself in the sandbags behind the gun. Luckily it didn't go off or a couple
of  our men would not be with us now. Nc shell happened to land cuite as hnhear
nyf gun, but they were not many feet away one night, and the Boche machine
gun bullets had a habit of whistling aroudd at almost any hour.

We were finally relieved just in time for our party to get back to our
cave-home for a few hours sleep before our whole battalion left there for the
trip away from the war area. No chance to get a bath. We shaved at radl-
road. station while waiting to enftrain.

then we have had some great times, and have seen a lot of ERXRE=R
fine places, but I shall have to postpone that spiel until another latter.

(I have just spotted here in the Y. M. O. A, one of" the infantrymen

who lived in the little dugout with us at the place which I desciibed above.)

Yours, CHANDLER




