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consession not possessed by most of the other company billets. I've

just come back from Chan's billet a few houses down the street where

his squad is fairly comfortably settled at last. Untid yesterday they

were without a stove of any kind but tonight the place lgbked pretiy
good, I stayed there until someone (noppsEsdmagine ) put some green
wood on the stove and it smoked the place out in good s@ﬁle. Our
meals have been improving lately both in quality and in guentity and
now we always bring some bread back with us to the billet for toast,.
Ve are all broke now but as soon as we get paid we will have some swell
feeds on gur steve,

We hed Wednesday afternoon off and Jack Wiley and I went
on & sightseeing expedition Into the large sized town several miles
distant. Between us we had sbout six francs but we had a fine time
trying out our French on the storekeepers and pricing sweaters, socks,
etce. I finelly bought & pair of socks and a can of beans which we
consumed that emening,

Three days have passed during which I had a day on guard
and today I was on fatigue, so I have not had any time to finish this
letter, Yesterday (Sunday afternoon) Jack and I went to tovm and list-
endd to a band concert by a large French military band. After the
concert it was a fine spectacle to gee¢:thes stand on the street corner
end wateh the cosmopolitan crowds throng by, Hords end hords of French
solédiers and also American sqldiers, American officers, French generalsy
#teiy{The place seems ful of them)in their cars, American ambulance
drivers, British Royal Flying Corps aviators, Serbian soldiers, Bte, etc.
All the stores are open Sundays here and they are so crowded that each
store has to have its own traffie laws, It's worse the Xmas in
Hartford. I waa broke but we had a pretty good at a table with five
Frencluynen for only 535 cents consisting of steak(horse meat, undoubtedly),
french fried pot&toes , coffee anf French bread. Of course after dark
the streets are all darkened and the cafes opperate in back of curtained
windows. e stumbled home in the dark about 7:30,

After supper tonight we staged a little feed up here in

the room, Besldes wh seven there was NeElwain and Boh Paisley and

we had a feed consisting of heated tomatoes on toast. The tomatoes
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bought in town and the toast which we save every meal from our regular
ration of three slices. We certainly have a great time in our little
joint here. This morning at inspection byt the officers it was
judged the best looking and neatest billet in the company.

A company of engineers arrived in town the other day and
among them are two Dartmouth men, both seargents, One of them is in
my class. Haven't heard from al Street since my last letter to you so
I don't lmow whether he can arrange for our meeting. T¥ell, I will clome

for Nows SHERM,

December 1, 1917,

Tere it not for our unusual svurrpundipgs one would never
know we were not still hanging around Niahtiec. Since our arrival here
our trdaining seems more of a tangible thing and is becoming very interesting
Today we marched four miles over to the shooting range and used real cart-
ridges in the old guns. Ve agents are chiefly used for signaling purpe
purposes which also is very interesting. This afternoon the seven of
"us all had our hair clipped close to the head and believe me we are a
strange looking lot. The weather 1s mild for so late in the fall and
everyone is havint the hair elipped pretiy close, o 3

I'm sorry that I wasn't able to get this letter finished
forthe postman last night but somehow its awfully hard to find time to
write. We are limited to one letter a day but generally we don't get
time to write that one. Our little billet is a very popular on ©
evenings and every night after supper there are about a dozen of us
in a little circle about the stove discussing things in general, in
fact diseussing everything ecxzept the war, Last night besides the seven
of us agents there were Bob Lingley, Jack Wiley, Floyd Couch, and
McElwain and we had a little feed. We are sthll all dead broke,
anxiously weiting for payday, but we managed ito borrow four francs and
we had jamb and cheese on toast besides some beans warmed over from the
evening mess. Fuel for our kitchen and billlets is quite a problem
here and we have to teke a trip to the mountain about every other day
and bring down a doad of wood. Wfe've just been up this morning and

so missed Dr. Miel's weekly talk in the Y. K. C. A. Yesterday we were

& g;d
over at the rifle range from about nine till four so the e supply
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was pretty low for our big Sunday dinner,

All of the American soldiers got & very good feed last
Thursday which was,of course, Thanksgiving Day. Unfortunately it fell
company C's turn to guard and D, S. Green was among the unlucky 21.
However I was not on the shift at dimmertime so I got the big feed on
time, Tt consisted of a turkey leg,and a plece of white meat, dressing
sweet and white meshed potatoes, & little cranberry and mincemeat,
bread and real butter and a piece of apple pile. A wvery satisfactory
meal in every way. I was on guard from 5:30 to 9:30 and 5:50 to7:30
the next morning so I got mbout my usual share of sleep. Company C
goes on guard again thils afternoon and Chan ¥s acting seargent of the
guard.

I suppose you will be thinking now &f Christmas. They are
allowing the soldiers to send home small mementoes now but we cann't
do so until we get the wherewithall to purchasc them.
senf me cigarettes, for, strange to say, they are quite plentiful
and cheaper here than in the ttates. The tobacco concerns are sllowing
the soldiers the old prices. Howewey any sweets such as jam, jelly,
peanut butter, butter schotch, or maple sugar would be very acceptable,

Did you go to the Brown game in Boston? A lititle edition
of the New Yorlk Herald is printed in Paris everyday for the U. S.
soldiers and In that I find that Daritmouth was beaten 13 to 0,
whereby I lose ten francs for I had that amount up in a bet with a Brown
shap in the Massachusettes Engineers stationed here in town. These erngina
engineers are a fine bunch, mostly college men and I have become qulte
clubby with a couple of Dartmouth men, also a couple of Brown fellows,
the latter , fraternity brothers of Jack Wiley. The Dartmouth is
coming all right and I have received three of them which went the rounds

of the eight D men in town. Got o fime long letter from Bob Stecher.

I'm afraid that Al Street has left agein for America without getting over

to see me. The last word I had from him was six days before his six
monthe term was up and he wanted to lmow my address but Sf course I
could not send it to him so I guess he left without finding me.
Ambulance drivers get over here once in a while and I've run across

several who kmew some of the Dartmouth fellows.
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quite c¢lubby with the old man and woman who
live below us, I go down quite often and jabber away with the old
Just at present he is diligently studying my "Parlez-vous Francais"
and is a very profisient student. I go down and say"Bon jour" and
comes right back with "Good morning." He has some very good apples and
we have ten cents worth every day on payday credit,

fiell the mail man is here so I ) to say goodby,

Regal Apartments

December 5, 1917,
A strange thing happened just now, A French alrplane
swooped dowvn over our little village and the pilot dropped a note,
It turned out that the r wes an American in the Lafayetie Esquadrille
brother in the 10lst engineers here in town.

The old couple who live below us have two suns in the war and

one of them is home skt on furlough at present. He is a fine young

years old, a pollu at Verdun. I enjoy golng dowvn and talking

and last night he came up and inspected our apartment, Incild~-
entally he showed us some fine little snap shots of the trenches and
passed around little souvenirs, He gave me a name plate off a German
field kitchen, also several German rifle bullets. He had been in the
war three years and has won the Crois de Guerre three times. Tonight
he 1s coming up again and we are golng to have a little feed in his

honor, It's mess time end I must close. IO

O lle




