January 20th
Dear Folks:

am golng to make this letter short as this is too good a day to

remaln indoors long. F ] two weeks it has raindd almost con-

tinuously, but ! nizht it eared off and today it 1s J i I | Mareh or
April. The wint has been so short that the frost couldn't have penetrated
very far and things should dry up in a couple of weeks if the rain ceases,
buring the ralny ssason the thick clayey
sagre&ble as ona soon gets literally plasterec with
billaet we have 1 scrape 1t ¢ with a knife. he
natives don'% mind as ti wear ponderous wooden shoes which ¥¥§§ they leave
outsids the an they ents: A census taker would have an easy time
in France:
ma¢hine
tattalior
probably prc to leave
for his tarm a officer's schodl, so we 5till oulte a way from the
pistol range,
and the French
raching gun manouvers and also sighting,
actual target practice on a thousand lneh rahge.
men were taken fron each platoon and are recelving in
souad,
one of those cliosen. e are kKnow 8 &8 our
will be to do all of the signaling. he nin 0] are a fihc
bunch of fellows and we ought ot gei along fine together.
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four times this last week while the company wdre trudg':

a = - p = & - . =T Rl ~e3 TSR WP " v Tal - - 1
mad and p}."‘(}kﬁbl: after a \")hp]‘:- of weeks we ri 11 ?_pe.:_‘\ 08T OI our drill

hours glgnaling.
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Chan and I were on guard the other night together. Hy post was to
guard Com an;ZD's machine guns and as that# company was preparing to move
from town tliere was .plenty golng on to make my shift at guard seem short.
Also I managed to get in cquite a few hours sleep while off duty. The day
after we were on guard, we spent. on fatigue duty, cleaning the mud off the
streets, etc.
8t box from hone arrived atouil last week. That is Chan's did.
] was on guard a box arrived for me. Chan let me off
38 long enough
certainly was fine kox and came ix
fellows péitriced pr

‘vas -

are going
cake -like that

o~

lest one. of dove

Dear Vgther:-

Like all good things o r has been conming in bunches lately,
but not very wmueh from you folks. sterde h m Bob Ste Main
Sandoe, twice from Ray, Lucile, Arl: Hayden, A Wolfe One nice
letter was my only maill from home, and Chan drew a lstter from you. The
nail last night was very opportune for we coartainly were low spirited.

e spent the day from ¥ery early, till after six at the large machine gun
range, iwelve miles distant. e are taken in these large auto trucks, to
this fange whers we shoot and hancuver, with all the other maching guns
unisa of the divisfion. hen they all get lined up in one large field it

certainly is an &nspiring sight. Yesterday we were reviewed by the General




Lkimself. I cann't tell you how gung there were, btut it made a lot

of racket. Today we took up ! new stunts such as shooting witi

gas

masks, etc. It was very exci and enjoyeble. Tho we are away from

elght till six it is not hard as these trucks take i o ) § y the

field.

"hen we get back, the guns have to he cleaned (an hour's

end then we
for the next day. As for letters, any.

raceved two fine packages, Vern and Aunt
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next to Aunt Mary

derful box. : 1o bars of o}

rite often.




