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“REPUBLICANS OF STATE MUST BEAR THE BLAME” 

Hartford,  Aug. 19 ---"The outstanding thought in women's minds today is 

thankfulness and relief," said Miss Katherine Ludington, president of the 

C. W. S. A., after receiving news of Tennessee's ratification of the Federal 

Suffrage Amendment. We shall immediately turn our attention to providing 

schools for the new women voters and making plans for the formation of a 

League of Women Voters. 

     "As to which of the major parties did the most toward our 

enfranchisement, I suppose there will always be a controversy which can 

only be settled by an accurate study of their records over a great many 

years. 

     "One thing is clear that – that at the last both parties contributed to 

putting ratification through in Tennessee, and thus finally met the acid test 

of sincerity which suffragists have been holding before them.  
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     "For a long time it looked as if neither party wanted us voting in 

November. This deadlock was broken at last. When we learn which side 

broke it, we shall know which party actually took the decisive step in our 

enfranchisement. 

     "As to Connecticut ---The leaders of the Connecticut Republican party 

have remained obstinately and uncompromisingly opposed. 

     "It is due to them that we Connecticut women must always remember 

that we owe our enfranchisement to Southern men --- that we have come 

into the electorate by a back door with no act of welcome or honor on the  

part of the men of our own state. When our legislature meet to complete 

the details of our admission, they will undoubtedly ratify --- but this will be a 

graceless act with none of the significance which it would have had if 

Connecticut had been the 36th state. And the members of the legislature 

will remember that they owe this unjust position in which they find 

themselves to the leaders whom they have repeatedly put back in power. 

The Republican party of Connecticut must bear this responsibility. Their 

opportunity has passed and the story is ended." 
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